
MARC HINDS

EASTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST
3107 N. Highway 146, Baytown, TX 77520 
281-422-8800 | www.EastsideBaytown.org

BACK TO BASICS:

Instrumental Music  
and the  

New Testament

EASTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST
INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEOS
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Instrumental Music
Here at the Eastside Church of Christ, we strive to go by the 
Bible and it only. That means we want to be Christians who 
practice New Testament Christianity. We are so serious about 
our commitment that we don’t use instruments as part of our 
worship. And the reason why is because we don’t see any New 
Testament passage that says we should.

Here are five passages in the New Testament that talk about 
singing. Notice that none of them mention using mechanical 
instruments.

MATTHEW 26:30
And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of 
Olives.

This verse is talking about Jesus and his apostles. They grew up 
under the Old Testament period, which used instruments of 
music. And yet, here they are with Jesus and it only mentions 
that they sang together.

1 CORINTHIANS 14:15
In 1 Corinthians 12–14, Paul has been talking about the New 
Testament church’s worship assembly. Here’s part of what he 
says:

I will pray with the spirit, and I will also pray with the under-
standing. I will sing with the spirit, and I will also sing with the 
understanding.

Again, there’s no mention of an instrument here.



2 Instrumental Music

JAMES 5:13
Even as praying was linked with singing in 1 Corinthians 14:15, 
they are also linked together in James 5:13, which says,

Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? 
Let him sing psalms.

Again, the emphasis is on singing, not using an instrument.

The last two passages are the classic verses most often turned to 
when discussing instrumental music.

EPHESIANS 5:19
speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord.

COLOSSIANS 3:16
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching 
and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 

Do you notice how similar these verses are to each other? 
They were both written by Paul in back-to-back letters to two 
churches in Asia Minor. And he tells them both that their wor-
ship should be characterized by the singing of spiritual songs.

That’s five New Testament passages on singing. There are sev-
eral others, but hopefully these will suffice to demonstrate the 
importance of singing in our worship to God.

But why does God want us to sing? If you think about, singing is 
a very personal display of our affection for God. You don’t need 
anything else other than—you! Just your voice and your heart.
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Have you ever been somewhere that had a choir or “praise team” 
as part of the worship? Getting together and practicing during 
the week, these select singers prepare themselves to perform for 
a church. God doesn’t seem to want a pretty performance, but 
heartfelt worship instead.

Jesus said that “the true worshipers will worship the Father in 
spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His wor-
shipers” (John 4:23). God wants you and me to worship him, 
not listen to a skillful performance!

Historical Quotations on  
Instrumental Singing

Eusebius (263–339)
Of old at the time those of the circumcision were wor-
shipping with symbols and types it was not inappro-
priate to send up hymns to God with the psalterion 
and kithara. . . . We render our hymn with a living psal-
terion and a living kithara with spiritual songs. The 
unison voices of Christians would be more acceptable 
to God than any musical instrument.
 —Commentary on Psalm 91:2–3

Chrysostum (347–407)
It was only permitted to the Jews, as sacrifice was, for 
the heaviness and grossness of their souls. God con-
descended to their weakness, because they were lately 
drawn from idols; but now, instead of organs, we may 
use our own bodies to praise him withal.
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AN OBJECTION
But sometimes someone will object and say, “Wait a minute! 
Under the Old Testament, the Israelites were commanded by 

Historical Quotations on  
Instrumental Singing

Martin Luther (1483–1546)
The organ in the worship is an insignia of Baal.

John Calvin (1509–1564)
Musical instruments in celebrating the praises of 
God would be no more suitable than the burning of 
incense, the lighting of lamps and the restoration of 
other shadows of the Law. The Papists therefore have 
foolishly borrowed this as well as many other things 
from the Jews. Men who are fond of outright pomp 
may delight in the noise, but the simplicity which God 
commands to us by the apostles is far more pleasing 
to Him.
 —Commentary on Psalm 33

Joseph Bingham (1668–1723)
Music in churches is as ancient as the apostles, but in-
strumental music is not so.
 —Antiquities of the Christian Church

John Wesley (1703–1791)
I have no objection to the organs in our chapels, as 
long as they are neither seen nor heard.
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God to use instruments of music.” And that’s exactly correct. 
Here’s a couple of examples.

1 CHRONICLES 15:16
Then David spoke to the chiefs of the Levites to appoint their rela-
tives the singers, with instruments of music, harps, lyres, loud-
sounding cymbals, to raise sounds of joy. 

Also, the book of Psalms often mentions instruments of music.

THE BOOK OF PSALMS
Instruments are only mentioned in 17 of the 150 total Psalms.1 
Here are the closing verses of the book of Psalms, taken from 
Psalm 150.

3 Praise Him with trumpet sound; Praise Him with harp and lyre. 
4 Praise Him with timbrel and dancing; Praise Him with stringed 
instruments and pipe. 5 Praise Him with loud cymbals; Praise Him 
with resounding cymbals.

And so, I freely acknowledge to you that instruments were used 
by the ancient Israelites as part of their worship to God. But 
we’re not under the Old Testament, like they were.

Keep this in mind, too. We don’t offer animal sacrifices like they 
did, either. And the reason why is because there’s been a change 
in law, from the Old Testament to the New Testament. Under 
the New Testament, Christ’s sacrifice for sin has taken the place 
of sheep, bulls and goats (Heb 10:1–10).

1 Pss 33:2–3; 43:4; 45:8; 47:5; 57:7–8; 68:24–25; 71:22; 81:2–3; 92:2–3; 98:5; 
108:1–2, 5, 31–32; 137:2, 5; 144:9; 147:7; 149:3; 150:1–6.
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ANOTHER OBJECTION
Sometimes people will say, “Alright, but God doesn’t say we 
can’t use musical instruments!” And that’s right, he doesn’t. But 
remember those five New Testament passages that specifically 
mentioned singing?

Because singing is specifically mentioned, that’s why we exclude 
everything else. It’s not that we don’t like instrumental music, 
but that God was so specific about the type of music that he 
wanted. I want to serve God in accordance with his will, not 
mine. And the New Testament only authorized singing.

Singing is for everyone! And God doesn’t care how pretty you 
sing to the human ear, but to his ear! He’s listening to your heart 
and he wants you to “make a joyful noise” to him—from the 
heart.


